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The teaching and research staff

Mtp SupAgro SEPMET courses
Our ref.: JD-JLR/ED/SEPMET



       Montpellier, December 9, 2009
Subject: Important offer of 2 years Master Grants 
in Plant Breeding at Montpellier SupAgro, France
Dear colleague
We are very pleased to introduce Montpellier SupAgro (International Center for Higher Education in Agricultural Sciences) and its Master cursus in Plant Breeding. Montpellier SupAgro is one of the foremost French Graduate Schools in Agricultural Sciences. As belonging to the French “Grandes Ecoles” it represents one of the best rated higher education pathways for obtaining an Engineering Degree in France. Students are admitted either after a highly selective nationwide exam or by the virtue of excellent academic records. They finally get the diploma of “Engineering Degree in Agronomy (Ingénieur Agronome)” which corresponds to a Master of Science Degree. Montpellier SupAgro also delivers Master’s Degree to foreign students selected for their academic merit. More details on Montpellier SupAgro are available at: http://www.supagro.fr/web/pages/?idl=20&page=356 
Since 2007 Montpellier SupAgro is delivering a Master in Plant Breeding (Agronomy and Agro-Food : Mediterranean & Tropical Seeds and Plants - SEPMET). Summarized information on the Sepmet course content is given in a leaflet that can be downloaded at: 

http://www.supagro.fr/web/UserFiles/File/02-formations/05-masters/supagro-master-sepmet-2009-en.pdf 

In 2009, an agreement has been established between Montpellier SupAgro and the international Syngenta Seeds SAS company. Syngenta’s strategy is to develop its breeding activities in Eastern Europe and is looking for students interested in plant (pre-)breeding. Syngenta is therefore offering two full grants (covering living expenses and tuition fees) for foreign students that will be motivated to learn plant breeding in Montpellier SupAgro and have a professional project in this economic sector.

The SEPMET complete Master course lasts two years. According to its academic level, a foreign student can apply for a start at the first (M1) or the second year (M2). The first two semesters of M1 year are devoted to improve French language proficiency and to deepen scientific basis and skills (genetics, statistics, basics in plant breeding and a panel of discovery modules). The second Master year (M2) is more specialized. Its first semester corresponds to breeding science: economical analysis, pathology, genetic resources, quantitative genetics and breeding methods, applied genomics, phenotyping, seed production, ecophysiology, crop modelling, statistics, intellectual property. Teaching is balanced between academic courses and practical works, and also comprises visits to professional and firms. The second M2 semester (March – September) is devoted to an internship either in the seed and breeding industry or in (pre-)breeding science in private or public laboratories. The training job can be either oriented towards getting professional skills useful for a direct hiring in the private sector or towards a more applied research subject looking forward a PhD. Syngenta does not impose any conditions for the granted students at this moment. 

At the academic level the Montpellier SupAgro SEPMET course represents a great opportunity to develop and enhance collaborations with European universities, beyond the students that might be concerned by Syngenta’s granting.
We would really appreciate if you can rapidly and actively diffuse this information to all students that might be interested to apply for this Master cursus in France, for the next 2010-11 academic year. Interested students must apply for these grants (before March 2010), by filling an application form (see 2 attached files).

We thank you very much for your attention to this letter.
Very sincerely yours,

For the teaching and research staff
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Professor Jean-Luc REGNARD
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Sepmet leaflet

Application forms (M1 and M2)
Professor Jacques DAVID
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