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Results and Conclusions
o After the 729 h of exposure to Ni and Pb the lysosomes retained the dye between 30 to 60 minutes in the mussels exposed
to the higher metal concentrations. We registered a negative, statistically significant correlation between the metal
concentrations and the average time the lysosomes retained the dye after the 72" hour. The respiratory rate also increased in a
dose-dependent manner, i.e the mussels reacted by increasing their respiratory rate with the increase of the metal 4
concentrations. w
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Fig. 2. Neutral red retention time in mussels exposed to different
Ni and Pb concentrations, representing 75, 50 and 25% of the
Bulgarian maximum permissible levels.
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