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Bulgarian Names of Domestic Animals in the
Balkan Peninsula and Their Correspondences
in the Scientific Literature

Zlatozar N. Boev*

National Museum of Natural History, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences,
1 Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditel, 1000 Sofia, BULGARIA
* Cotresponding authot: boev@nmnhs.com; zlatozarboev(@gmail.com

Abstract. The names of twenty-two domestic forms and their wild progenitors of birds and
mammals are given in three languages — Bulgarian, English and Russian, as well as their scientific
Latin names. The names of some species of wild mammals, which are often mistakenly referred to
in the Bulgarian language literature, are also given, along with the separate names of their adult
male, female and juvenile (young) individuals.

Key words: Names of domestic animals, Zoological terminology, Domestic animals of Balkans,

Domestic birds, Domestic mammals.

Introduction

Over the past 20-30 years, the share of
archaeological research in Bulgaria has grown
significantly. As interdisciplinary in nature, they
created and shaped the archaecozoological field
as (almost) an integral part of the complex
studies of the numerous archaeological sites in
the country. A number of specialists appeared
who competently and extensively examined the
animal (mainly bone) material. Every year in the
dozens of prehistoric (Paleolithic — Iron Age)
monuments, tens of thousands of bones of
domestic animals are revealed, the share of
which is steadily increasing with the reduction in
the age of the objects.

Some of the specialists come from the
biological circles, others from the medical ones.
Both zoologists and veterinarians, however,
need a precise expression through commonly
accepted and cleatly defined concepts when they
present their results in scientific literature.

The parallels of zoological terminology
proposed here refer to the most common

vertebrate domestic animals  (bitds and
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mammals) in the Balkan area (LARSON &
FULLER, 2014). Also included are some wild
species that are often misinterpreted, especially
individuals of both sexes or young (juvenile)
individuals. Besides the Latin scientific names,
the names of the animals are also given in
Bulgarian, English and Russian, i. e. in the main
languages in which the most voluminous
scientific literature in this field was created and
and continues to be created. Bulgarian
archeologists are most often familiar with the
concepts of these two languages, which is why
they are chosen to compile this short
terminological glossary. In addition, the share of
translated popular science literature (mainly
from English into Bulgarian) has increased
rapidly in recent years. Due to the lack of
specialized dictionaries, the mistakes made in
such translations are too common. This article
could help to fix them in the future.

Material and Methods
The names of the wild progenitor animals,
the domestic animal originated from him and

Regional Natural History Museum — Plovdiv
University of Plovdiv Publishing House
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respectively the names of the adult male, the
adult female and the young (newborn without a
named sex) are given. The domestic animals of
the Western Hemisphere and the Asian Far East
are intentionally omitted and remain beyond our
considerations.

We follow taxonomic nomenclature of
GENTRYA e al. (2004) for the progenitor species

corresponding  derivative
mammals.

See Table 1.

Results and Discussion

Names of domestic animals

forms of

Table 1. Scientific names of the domestic birds and mammals in the Balkan Peninsula, their male,
female and juvenile individuals. Abbreviations: English - EN, Bulgarian - BG, Latin - LT, Russian -

RU.
Lan-  Species of the wild Form of the Adult male Adult Juvenile
guage animal domestic animal  individual female (young)
(Progenitor species)  (Derivative form) individual individual
DOMESTIC BIRDS
1. Kokorrika
BG OAHKIBCKA KOKOIITKA AOMAIITHA KOKOIIIKA ~ KOKOIITKA meTeA ITIACHITE
(IepBEH AKYHTAOB (xBauKa)
IIETEA)
RU OAHKUBCKAA AJKYHTAEBAA AOMAIIHAA KYPUIlA — KypHIA IeTyX LIBITAEHOK
Kypuna
EN Red junglefowl Domestic chicken  rooster hen chick
LT Gallus gallus bankiva Gallus gallus - - -
Temminck, 181 3 domesticus (Linnaeus,
1758)
2. ITyiixa
BG AUBQ ITyHKA AOMAIITHA TIYHKa yAK ITy KA ysJae
RU AHMKas THAENKA AOMAIITHAS MHAEHKA WHAIOK WHAEHKA MHAFOIIIEHOK
EN Wild turkey Domestic turkey stag (tom) hen poult
(turkeyling)
LT Meleagris gallopavo Meleagris gallopavo - - -
(Linnaeus, 1758) (Linnaeus, 1758)
3. ITayu
BG WNuaniicku (cum) mayn  AomarreH mayH mayH TMayHKa mayHdJe
RU OOBIKHOBEHHBIIT AOMAIITHUIT TABAMH TaBAWH IaBa MABAMHYHK
(MHAMITCKUIT) TABATH (rraBua)
EN Indian peafowl Domestic peafowl — peacock peahen peachick
LT Pavo cristatus Pavo cristatus - - -
domestica
4.I'bcka
BG CHBA I'bCKa AOMAIITHA I'bCKa I'bCOK I'bCKa rece
RU CepHIIl TyCh AOMAIITHBIH IyCh rycax Iych I'yCEHOK
EN Greylag goose and Domestic goose gander goose gosling
Swan goose
LT Apnser anser (Linnaeus,  _Awser anser domesticus - - -
1758) and and Anser cygnoides
Apnser cygnoides domesticus

(Linnaeus, 1758)
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BG

RU

EN
LT

BG
RU
EN
LT

BG
RU
EN

LT

BG
RU

EN

LT

BG
RU
EN
LT

BG
RU
EN
LT

BG

Ham aebea
Aebepp-1rrumyn

Mute swan
Cygnus olor (Gmelin,
1789, 1758)

3€ACHOTAABA ITATHIIA
KpSAKB2

Mallard (Wild duck)
Anas platyrhynchos
Linnaeus, 1758

CKAACH I'bABO
CH3BII TOAYOB

Rock dove (Rock
pigeon)

Columba livia Gmelin,
1789

AUB KOH
AUKAST AOIIIAAD

Russian wild horse
(tarpan)

Equus ferus Boddaert,
1785

AHMBO Marape

ocea

North African wild ass
Equus africanus Heuglin
and Fitzinger, 1866

Typ (AHBO TOBEAO)

Typ

Aurochs

Bos primigenins Bojanus,
1827

UHAUNICKA OHUBOA

5. AeGea
AOMAITIEH A€OEA MBKKI
AebeA
Aomarauin Aebeab  Aebeab
Domestic swan cob
6. ITatuma
AOMAIITHA ITATUTIA HaToK
AOMAIIITHSAA YTKA
Domestic duck drake
Anas platyrhynchos -
domestica Linnaeus,
1758
7. I'bABO
AOMAITIEH I'bABO T'bABO
AOMAIITHEIA TOAYOb  TOAYOBb
Domestic pigeon cock dove
Columba livia -
domestica Gmelin,
1789
DOMESTIC MAMMALS
8. Kon
AOMAITIEH KOH xpeberr
AOMAIITHHIM KOHb xepebery
(AoMarrrHss
AOIIIAAD)
Domestic hotse stallion
Equus caballus -
Linnaeus, 1758
9. Marape
AOMAIITHO Marape Marape
AOMAIITHBIA OCEA OCEA
Donkey jack
Equus asinus -
Linnaeus, 1758
10. T'oseao
AOMAIITHO TOBEAO onx
AOMAIITHBII OBIK OBIK
Common cattle bull
Bos taurus Linnaeus, -
1758
11. Busoa
Aomarien OIBOA OuBOA

KECHCKU
AeDeA
Aebeaxa
(rebeanxa)
pen

TIATHITA
yTKa

hen (duck)

TbABOUIIA
roAyOka
hen dove

KOOHAQ
KOOBIAZ

mare

Marapuia
OCAHIIA

jenny

KpaBa
KOpOBa
caw

OuBOAMIIA

Aebeade

A€DEAECHOK
(AebeApIIIT)
cygnet

maTeHre
YTEHOK
duckling

rpABOYE
TOAYOEHOK
doveling
(dovelet)

KOHYE
KepeOEHOK

foal

MarapeHIie
OCAEHOK
foal

TEAC
TEAEHOK
calf

ouBoAUE
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RU A3MATCKUI Aomaruuit 6yiBoA  ObIk KOpOBa OyHBOACHOK
(nHAMIICKUIT) GYIBOA
EN Indian water buffalo Domestic water bull caw calf
(Arni) buffalo
LT Bubalus arnee (Kett, Bubalus bubalis - - -
1792) (Linnaeus, 1758)
12. Kosza
BG 6e30apOB KO3UPOT AOMAIITHA KO3a KO3€A K032 Ko3Ae (fpe)
(chIMMHCKA AMBA KO32) (1pBa)
RU ©e30apOBBII KO3eA AOMAIITHSAA KO32 KO3€EA KO3a KO3ACHOK
EN Bezoar of the Middle Domestic goat buck (billy)  doe kid
East (Wild goat; bezoar (nanny)
ibex)
LT Capra aegagrus Exxleben, Capra hircus - - -
1777 Linnaeus, 1758
13. OBa
BG AuBa OBI1a (My(PAOH) AOMAIITHA OBIIQ OBeH (KO4)  OBIA arHe
RU AHKII OapaH (My(PAOH) AOMAIITHAA OBIIA Gapan OBIIA arHEHOK
EN Mouflon of Western Domestic sheep ram ewe lamb
Asia (including
European mouflon)
LT Ovis orientalis Gmelin, Ovis aries Linnaeus, - - -
1774 1758
14. Cuna
BG AUBA CBUHA (TAUTIAH) AOMAIITHA CBUHS Hepes CBHHA IIpaceHIe
RU KabaH AOMAIITHSAA CBUHBA  XPAK CBUHbBSA ITOPOCEHOK
EN Wild boar of Europe, =~ Domestic pig boar sow pig
Asia and North Affrica  (swine; hog)
LT Sus serofa Linnaeus, Sus domesticus - - -
1758 Erxleben, 1777
15. Kyue
BG CHB BBAK Kyde ec Kyd9Ka KydJeHIIe
RU CEPBIM BOAK cobaka éc CyKa IIEHOK
EN Grey wolf Dog (including dog bitch puppy
dingo)
LT Canis lnpus Linnaeus, Canis familiaris - - -
1758 Linnaeus, 1758
16. Korxa
BG AHBA KOTKA AOMAIITHA KOTKA KOTapaK KOTKA KOTE
RU AUKasg KOIIKa (A€CHOH  AOMAIIIHSAA KOIIIKA KOT KOPOAEBA  KOTEHOK
KOT)
EN Wild cat (Wildcat) Domestic cat tom (tomcat) dam kitten
sir (paxpana

(Pa3MHOKHA KEHCKA
Ce MBKKH)  KOTKA)
LT Felis silvestris Schreber,  Felis catus Linnaeus, - - -
1777 1758

17. BaaropoaeH eaeH
BG OAATOPOACH €ACH - porau KOIIyTa eAeHde
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RU GAArOPOAHBINA OACHD - OACHDB
EN red deer Domestic red deer  stag
LT Cervus elaphus Linnaeus, — Cervus elaphus -

1758 Linnaeus, 1758

18. Eaen asomarap
BG eAEH AoIaTap - porau
RU AQHBb - OAEHB
EN Fallow deer Domestic fallow stag
deer

LT Dama dama (Linnaeus,  Dama dama -

1758) (Linnaeus, 1758)

19. CppHal

BG ChbpHA - CPBHAAK
RU KOCYAS - rypan
EN Roe deer - buck
LT Capreolus capreolus Capreolus capreolus -

(Linnaeus, 1758) (Linnaeus, 1758)

20. Aus 3aek?
BG AWB 32€K -
RU 32A11-PyCcaK -
EN European hare -
LT Lepus enropaens -

3aCK

3a1]
buck

21. 3aek-1oA3EMHUK

32€K
KPOAHK
buck

AHB KO3CA

BG 32CK-ITOA3EMHHK AOMAIIICH 32€K
RU AUKHI KPOAUK AOMAIITHBIA KPOAUK
EN European rabbit Domestic rabbit
LT Oryctolagus cunicnlus Oryctolagns cuniculus

(Linnaeus, 1758) (Linnaeus, 1758)

22. AuBa xo3a3

BG AWBA KO32 -
RU cepHa (YEPHBIH KO3EA) -

EN Chamois -

LT Rupicapra rupicapra -
(Linnaeus, 1758)

camert
CEpHBI
male
chamois

AAHb OAEHOK
hind hart
KOIITyTa eAeHdYe
AQHb OAEHOK
hind hart

CBpHA ChpHE
KOCYAA KOCYAEHOK
doe fawn
3AUKUHSA 3ai149e
3aYnxa 32YOHOK
doe kitten (kit)
3AUKUHSA 3ai149e
KPOABYNXA KPOABYOHOK
doe kitten (kit)
AUBA KO32  AUBO KO3AE
camKa CEPHEHOK
CepHBI

female ?

chamois
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Subfossil Fauna from “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria)
of Antiquity (2nd - 4th century AD) and Ottoman Epoch
(15th -18th century AD) (Excavations 2017)

Zlatozar N. Boev*

National Museum of Natural History, Bulgatian Academy of Sciences,
1 Blvd. Tsar Osvoboditel, 1000 Sofia, BULGARIA
*Cotresponding authot: boev(@nmnhs.com; zlatozarboev(@gmail.com

Abstract. Third year of excavations of “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City; 2017) provided new abundant
(10 564 finds) animal remains of 44 taxa: 1 mollusk, 3 bony fish, 15 birds and 25 mammals, one of
them (Aurochs) extinct. Domestic cattle were brachycerous, while domestic chicken were of three
size-groups. Numerous were bantam breeds, both in the Antiquity and Ottoman epochs.

Key words: Archacozoology, Sofia, Antiquity, Ottoman, wildlife, Aurochs.

Introduction

The highly diversified animal remains of
“Forum Serdica” in Sofia City have been subject
of three publications so far (BOEV, 2016a, b,
2017). As the wide-scaled excavations continued
unexpectedly in the summer of 2017, additional
very abundant faunal material has been collected
and  consecutively  handed  again  for
archeozoological examination.

The project was the same, “Archacological
excavations and exploration of “St Nedelya
Circus”. As in 2015-2016 the excavations have
been carried out by the Sofia Municipality by the
same team of the National Archaeological
Institute and Museum of the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences NAIM-BAS), leaded by Assist. Prof.
Dr. Veselka Katsarova.

The present paper deals with the new animal
remains, collected in 2017.

Material and Methods

The archaeological excavations in 2017
continued on new squares of the site and
reached ca. 6 m depth. A total of 10 564 animal
remains have been collected, 4044 of them
unidentified because of  their high
fragmentariness. For the first time the
archacozoological finds have been collected

© Bull. Nat. Hist. Mus. Plovdiv
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chronostratigraphically separately. Part of them
came from the layers of Antiquity (2nd — 4th
century AD), but the majority was dated
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). In
addition, a total of 2864 finds remained undated.

Results

A total of 44 taxa (icl. modern man) have
been established: 1 mollusk, 3 bony fish, 15 birds
and 24 mammals (Tables 1, 2).

The composition of animals in antiquity
matetial is about 1/3 pooter (25 vs 38 taxa) than
in the medieval one. Data on cunicultute (rabbit-
farming) is available only in the material from the
Ottoman period. Since then, there have been
finds of 3 species of valuable large freshwater
fish - catfish (Fig 1.), pike and carp (Table 2).
Few extremely rare species today are presented
with single finds. In the antiquity, these are the
Griffon Vulture, the Little bustard and the
Eurasian wigeon (Table 1), and in the Middle
Ages they were represented by the Lesser White-
fronted Goose, the Great Bustard, the Long-
legged Buzzard, the Northern Goshawk, the
Notthern Long-eated/Short-eared Owl and the
Wildcat (Table 2).

There are also 2 remnants of medieval age of
the aurochs (Fig. 2). As before, the domestic

Regional Natural History Museum — Plovdiv
University of Plovdiv Publishing House
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cattle was represented by brachycerous forms
(Fig. 3). Domestic chicken were of three size-
groups. Numerous were bantam breeds, both in
the Antiquity and Ottoman deposits. In the
Ottoman period 12 % of chicken were bantam.

There can be no significant differences in the
representation of the roe deer, the wolf and the
wild boar. In the Middle Ages, the relative share
of small ruminants (sheep and goats) was
growing. Domestic mammals during the
Antiquity account for 54.2% of all mammalian
remains in the site, while and in the Middle Ages
they reached up to 83.5%. The domestic duck
and the rabbit are found only among the
medieval remains.

The proportion of bones with traces of cut
or cut or drilling (Figs. 4, 5) is almost the same -
0.3% in antiquity and 0.4% in the Middle Ages.
The proportion of burned bones in the antiquity
is almost three times higher than in the Middle
Ages - 3.2% vs. 1.2%, respectively.

Third year of the excavations of this
extremely important site in Sofia City complete
in much the information from the previous years
(2015-2016). They confirm the wide and
intensive exploitation of animals, both wild and
domestic, including presence of big fish in the
rivers, vultures and some other raptors, bustards,
deer, and etc. in the Sofia Valley and/or the
foothills of the neighboring mountains.

Table 1. Distribution of the collected archacozoological material of Forum Serdica (pr. Sofia
City) of the Antiquity Epoch (20d — 4% century AD) in 2017.

No Taxa Total number Number of Number of
of finds processed finds burnt finds
OSTEYCHTHYES
Siluriformes
1. Silurus glanis 3
Total 3
Osteychthyes total 3
AVES
Anseriformes
2. Anas penelope 1
3. Aunser anser domestica 6 2
4. Apser anser | fabalis 1
5. Aunserct. erythropus 1 1
Anseriformes total 9 3
Galliformes
6. Gallus gallus domestica 90 18
Galliformes total 90 18
Accipitriformes
7. Gyps fulvus 1 1
Accipitriformes total 1 1
Otidiformes
8. Tetrax tetrax 1
Otidiformes total 1
Aves total 101 1 21
MAMMALIA
Lagomorpha
9. Lepus europacus 2
Lagomorpha total 2
Carnivora
10.  Vulpes vulpes 2
11, Canis familiaris 8 1
12, Canis lupus/ familiaris 2
14.  Canis lnpus 3
13.  Felis catus/ silvestris 1
Carnivora total 16 1
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15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.

25.

Sus scrofa domestica
Sus scrofa scrofa
Capra hircus

Ouwis aries

Ovis | Capra

Bos taurus

Cervus elaphus
Capreolus capreolus
Artiodactyla total

Equus caballus
Equus asinus
Perissodactyla total

Homo sapiens

Primates total
Mammalia indet. — bone
splinters

Mammalia total
Vertetebrata total
Animalia total

Artiodactyla
541 2 47
49
105 1
121 3 16
68
519 1 1
13
4
1500 7 64
Perissodactyla
32
8
40
Primates
1
1

1006

2565 7 64
2669
2670 9 85

Table 2. Distribution of the collected archacozoological material of Forum Serdica (pr. Sofia
City) of the Ottoman Epoch (15% —18% century AD) in 2017.

No Taxa Total number of Number of Number of
finds processed finds burnt finds
MOLLUSCA
Gastropoda
Heterobranchia
1. Helixc lucorum 1
Mollusca total 1
OSTEYCHTHYES
Siluriformes
2. Silurus glanis 1
Siluriformes total 1
Cypriniformes
3. Cyprinus carpio 1
Cypriniformes total 1
Esociformes
4. Esox lucius 1
Esociformes total 1
Osteychthyes total 3
AVES
Anseriformes
5 Anas platyrbynchos 3
’ domestica
6. Anas platyrbynchos 2
7. Anser anser domestica 27 7
8. Aunser erythropus 1
9. Aunserct. erythropus 1
10.  Anatinae gen. 1
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11.

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
25.
23.
24.

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

36.
37.

38.

Anseriformes total

Gallus gallus domestica
Galliformes total

Buteo rufinus
Accipiter gentilis
Accipitriformes total

Asio otus | flammens
Strigiformes total

Otis tarda
Otidiformes total
Aves total

Lepus europaeus
Oryctolagus cuniculus
Lagomorpha total

Lautra lutra

Vulpes vulpes

Canis familiaris

Canis lupus/ familiaris
Canis familiaris/ anreus
Canis lupus

Felis silvestris

Felis catus

Carnivora total

Sus scrofa domestica
Sus scrofa scrofa
Capra hircus

Ouwis aries

Ovis | Capra

Bos taurus

Bos prinugenins
Bos tanrus/ primigenins
Cervus elaphus
Capreolus capreolus
Artiodactyla total

Equus caballus
Equus asinus
Petissodactyla total

Homo sapiens

Primates total
Mammalia indet. — bone
splinters

Mammalia total
Vertetebrata total
Animalia total

35
Galliformes
206
206
Accipitriformes
1
3
4
Strigiformes
1
1
Otidiformes
2
2
248
MAMMALIA
Lagomorpha
1
3
4
Carnivora
1
5
41
5
1
7
1
37
98
Artiodactyla
406
69
756
889
303
1292
1
1
13
17
3727
Perissodactyla
50
23
73
Primates
20
20

2867

4789
5040
5041

16

19

19
20
20

7

43
43

43

15

15
58
58
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Fig. 1. Silurus glanis — vertebra, “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria),
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). Photo Z. Boev.
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Fig. 2. Bos primigenins — atlas, “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria),
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). Photo Z. Boev.
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Fig. 3. Bos taurus — skull, “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria),
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). Photo Z. Boev

Fig. 4. Capra hircus — horn sheet, “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria),
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). Photo Z. Boev
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Zlatozar N. Boev

Fig. 5. Equus caballus — scapula, “Forum Serdica” (Sofia City, Bulgaria),
Ottoman Epoch (15th —18th century AD). Photo Z. Boev
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