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Abstract: The current paper presents data about the fish diversity in the
downstream of  the Maritsa River. In comparison with preceding data we determined
a decrease of the fish fauna.

Key words: fish, biodiversity,the Maritsa River, Bulgaria
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 Vimba melanops, Cobitis peshevi, Rutilus rutilus mariza,
Barbus cyclolepis cyclolepis, Chondrostoma nasus vardarenses, Sabanejwia aurata
balcanica, Noemacheilus angorae bureshi.5�
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Ostheichthyes
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 Anguillidae
Anguilla anguilla
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Cyprinidae
Rutilus rutilus mariza Drensky.
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Rhodeus sericeus amarus
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Silurus glanis .
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Platichthys flesus luscus
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Stizostedion lucioperca
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Centarchidae
Lepomis gibbosus
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Protherorhinus marmoratus
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Table 1. Species of fish, established during the current study, compared with literary
data.

��� ���� �	
���
�� ��

���� �����

�	
���
�� ��

��
���
���� �����

Petromyzon danforidii - +
Acipencer sturio + +
Anguila anguila - +

Rutilus rutilus mariza + +
Leociscus cephalus + +

Scardinius erytrophtahlmus + +
Aspius aspius + +

Chondrostoma nasus + +
Gobio gobio + +

Barbus tauricus cyclolepis + +
Barbus barbus - +

Barbus meridiunalis petenyi - +
Alburnus alburnus + +

Abramis brama - +
Vimba vimba melanops + +

Rhodeus sericeus amarus + +
Pseudorasbora parva + -
Carassius carassius + +-

Carassius auratus gibelio + -
Cyprinus carpi� - +

Tinca tinca - +
Cobittis teaenia + +

Sabanejewa aurata balcanica - +
Silurus glanis + +
Esox lucius + +

Platichthys flesus luscus - +
Perca fluviatilis - -

Stizostedion lucioperca - +
Lepomis gibbosus + -

Protherorhinus marmoratus - +
Gambusia affinis holbrooki - -
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A STUDY ON THE ICHTYOCENOSIS DIVERSITY
IN THE DOWNSTREAM OF  THE MARITSA RIVER

Iliana G. Velcheva*, Nikolai H. Mehterov

*University of Plovdiv “Paisii Hilendarski”,
Faculty of Biology, Department of Ecology and Environmental Conservation

24 Tsar Assen Str., 4000 Plovdiv, Bulgaria

(Summary)

The Maritsa River lower flow has been studied for 1 year. Thirteen fish
species and 4 subspecies from 7 families are reported. Three species have been
registered for the first time in Bulgaria from the lower river flow.

During the study we established that the species diversity is reduced as
compared to that of the previous river scientific research from the period 1921 –
2000. Six species previously reported for the river have not been found both by us
and in additional authors’ research (Karapetkova & Jivkov, 2000). Other species as
Anguilla anguilla, Stysostedion lucioperca, Tinca tinca, Esox lucius, Scardinus
erythrophtalmus, Cyprinus carpio recorded in the past as regular are very
infrequent/seldom or rare at present.
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