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Abstract. Mesocricetus newtoni (Nehrig, 1898) is known mainly from the re-
gions of north-eastern part of Bulgaria. The present material reports about a registering
of this species in Little Owl pellets, collected from the vicinity of village of Peshtersko,
north from Aytos Town. This finding is one of the most southern known records of
Mesocricetus newtoni and a new food component reported in the diet of the Little Owl in
Bulgaria.

Key words: Mesocricetus newtoni, South-Eastern Bulgaria, report.

INTRODUCTION

Mesocricetus newtoni (Nehrig, 1898) is an endemic species for the forest-steppe
regions north and south from the Eastern Danube river section (IIOIIOB, 1993).
Mesocricetus newtoni is known mainly from the regions of north-eastern part of Bul-
garia: the vicinities of Silistra, Balchik, Novi Pazar, Kaspichan, Ruse, Pleven, Nikopol,
and Oriahovo (KOBAYEB, 1935), General Toshevo, Senokos, and Zmeevo (near Dobritch,
ex Tolbuhin), as well as in the surroundings of the village of Izgrev (CHUMEOHOB,
1978). The species has also been reported from Southern Bulgaria (Sofia and Kazanluk
towns) but MAPKOB (1960) supposed, that these specimens had been transported by
human there. During the Middle and Late Pleistocene the species was widely distributed
in Bulgaria, which is evident from the findings in the cave sediments of Morovitsa,
Temnata, Mechata and Bacho Kiro caves (ITOITOB, 1984, 1985; POPOV, 1986; 1989).
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' MATERIAL AND METHODS

On 13.05.2003, together with Gradimir Gradev (“Green Balkans”), pellets of
Little Owl (Athene noctua Scopoli, 1769) have been collected in the region of Aytoska
Mountain (South-eastern part of the Stara Planina ridge). The material was gathered
within agricultural buildings in the vicinities of Peshtersko village, north from city of
+ - Aytos (GPS coordinates: N42°44" 31,6'"; EO27° 19" 39,4™).
The expedition was financed by the Natura 2000 project for year 2003, which aim was to
investigate the avifauna in the regions of Eastern Stara Planina Mountain.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Among bones and cranes of Talpa europaea Linnaeus 1758, Sylvaemys sylvaticus
(Linnaeus, 1758) - flavicollis (Melchior, 1834), Mus musculus Linnaeus, 1758, Rattus
sp. (possibly norvegicus Linnaeus, 1758), and Microtus arvalis (Pallas, 1758) —
rossiaemeridionalis (Ognev, 1924), two fragments of mandibles of a single specimen of
Mesocricetus newtoni have been found.

The Little Owl is a resident species with not a very large hunting territory’
(CRAMP, 1985), and we consider that this specimen of Mesocricetus newtoni has been .
caught in the area investigated. '

This finding is one of the most southern known records of Mesocricetus newtoni
and a new food component reported in the diet of the Little Owl in Bulgaria (SIMEONOV,
1968; CUMEOHOB, 1983). This component is also not reported by CRAMP (1985) for
the Athene noctua food in the Western Palearctic region.
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CbOBUIEHHE 3A MESOCRICE TUS NEWTONI (MAMMALIA: CRICE-
TIDAE) OT IOTOU3TOYHA BbhJIFAPHSA

Munsan I. Feopzues
Hnoeduecku Ynusepcumem “Ilaucuit Xunenodapcxku”
Kameodpa Exonozus u onaszeane Ha OKonnama cpeoa,
ya. Llap Acen 24, 4000 IInosous

(pesiome)

Mesocricetus newtoni (Nehrig, 1898) e enneMuueH BHJI 3a TOPCKO-CTETTHHTE
PaiiOHHU Pa3NONOKEHH CEBEPHO H F0XKHO OT H3TOMHHS CeKTop Ha peka JlyHas. B brirapus
TO3M BUI € H3BECTEH Hali-Beue OT CEBEPOM3TOYHHMTE YacTH Ha cTpaHara. OtaenHu
CBEIEHMS CHINECTBYBAT M 3a HaMHUpaHeTo My Ha tor oT (Crapa mIaHuHa, HO Te ca
0OSCHABAHM ¢ TPAHCIIOPTHPAHETO Ha OT/CHHH €K3EMILIAPH IOCPEACTBOM YOBEKA. ,

Ha 13.05.2003, ceBMectHO ¢ ['pagumup I'panes (CHIL “3enenu bankanu) ca
cpOpany moraaku oT KykymsBka (Athene noctua Scopoli, 1769) ot c. Ilemepcko
Hamupallo ce B Aiitocka Crapa nnanuHa. [Ipy aHann3a Ha TAXHOTO CBABPXAHUE Ca
PETHCTPUPAHH KOCTHU OCTAThIHM OT eHH eK3eMILIAp Mesocricetus newton. '

Haxomumero Ha BUAa B AWTOCKa IUIAHMHA € HOBO M €IHO OT HAl-I0OXKHHATE B
cTpaHara. Mesocricetus newtoni ce cbo01aBa 3a NIPBB BT B XPAHUTEIHHUA CTIEKTHP Ha
KyKyMsBKata B Bearapus, Karo Toi He ¢ ChoOIIEH | 3a XpaHaTa U B paiioHa Ha 3anajxa
ITaneapkruka or CRAMP (1985). '
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