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PERSONAL DATA
Surname :        Venkov
  First name :  Atanas


Age :    59
  Sex :  male
  Nationality :   Bulgarian


Permanent home address :  Plovdiv 4000 , Boul. Iztochen 15. Ap. 14 


Home institution :  PLOVDIV UNIVERSITY 


Staff position/student year of study at home institution :  Professor


Host institution(s) :  UNIVERSITY OF ALICANTE - SPAIN


TEMPUS MOBILITY GRANT

Amount in local currency
Amount in ECU

¶ Amount received IN CASH from the Contractor
¶   6558.29 FF…………
……1000 ……

· Amount paid IN ADVANCE by the Contractor (ex. Travel ticket, reservation for accommodation, …)
·   3084.02 FF
…… 470.16 …

TOTAL MISSION ALLOWANCE :
…   9642.31 FF………
…..1470.16……

PERIOD SPENT ABROAD
From :  …..26  / mth   January . / 2000

Till :   …09 .. / mth  February 
 /  2000


TYPE OF MOBILITY 

Tick as appropriate. In the case where two or more activities were combined, please list them in order of priority.

T1
Teaching/training assignment of staff

S1
Study period of student


T2
Practical placement in an enterprise

S2
Practical placement in an enterprise


T3
Short visit

S3
Short intensive course

ý
T4
Retraining/updating period of staff





T5
Short intensive course




DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY PERFORMED ABROAD
Please give detailed answers to all the relevant questions on a separate sheet.

1. What kind of preparation (for example language preparation) did you undergo, if any?

2. What kind of activities did you perform during your stay abroad?

3. What were the results of your activities abroad (e.g. curriculum development and teaching materials) and how will  the stay abroad affect your activities at your home institution?

4. What kind of formal recognition did you receive at your home institution for the stay abroad, if any?

5. How would you evaluate your stay abroad (quality, suggestions, problems, etc.)?

SIGNATURE OF THE GRANTHOLDER

Please date and sign here as proof of receipt.

Date :     14  / mth   February 
/  2000 


Signature : 



1. What kind of preparation (for example language preparation) did you undergo, if any?

The visit was organized according the updated Work Plan of the JEP - 1998/2000 - 
Activity 2. Retraining of the BG academic staff in EU, included in Outcome VI Title : Four main modules in chemistry, reconstructed by adopting of the EU experience

Several meetings were carried out among the members of our group at Plovdiv University for coordination of our activities in Alicante. Goals and tasks for the visit of every member of the group were defined and coordinated. 

My responsibility was to prepare lectures for presentation in Alicante about:

Organization of teaching activities and implementation of BS curricula education at the Faculty of Chemistry as a Dean of the Faculty, and

Lecture about syllabus of disciplines in Organic chemistry at Plovdiv University as a Head of the Department of Organic Chemistry.

The other important task was to gather information and written materials for organization of teaching in Organic chemistry in Alicante. 

2.  What kind of activities did you perform during your stay abroad? 

For a period of two weeks I performed a retraining visit in Alicante together with four professors from the University of Plovdiv. The objectives of the visit included two main tasks:

I.  Academic retraining – 

Acquainting with the organization and level of teaching activities in chemistry of Faculty of Science at the University of Alicante
· Acquainting with the teaching level and manner in Organic Chemistry at the University of Alicante: syllabus; direct learning, lab-practices and students assessment. 

· Evaluation of the level of similarity between the teaching processes in Alicante and Plovdiv University in Chemistry. 

II. Coordination of JEP activities as a Head of Organic Chemistry DWG.

The following activities were performed:

1.  Visits and meetings in the Chemistry Departments of the Faculty of Science at the University of Alicante were organized for the whole BG visiting group. We were acquainted with the teaching and research labs at the Departments of Analytical Chemistry, Organic Chemistry, Physical Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry. A detailed information about the academic staff and the teaching activities of every department was given at the visits in these departments. We had also the opportunity to visit  the University Research Center “Planta Zero” where the modern instrumentation for study and research in chemistry is gathered. This instrumentation is used for students demonstrations and research in Master and Doctoral stage. Another very interesting visit was in the UA ‘Pilot Plants” buildings which are still under construction at the moment. We were able to see the pilot scale installations where the students have the opportunity to study and to be trained in the chemical industry processes. 

2.  Two days we studied the written materials presented to us by our Alicante partners and prepared our questions for discussions on the teaching activities. Two enlarged thematic discussions were performed with Bulgarian and Spanish academic staff at the following days: 

1.  Curricula of Chemistry education used at the UA, with following accents: modules in the curriculum; selection and determination of the teaching contents; control in the labs; students evaluation, manner of academic staff carrier promotion,  professors academic teaching obligations and responsibilities.


2.  The level of  similarity in educational volume given in Plovdiv and Alicante – the syllabi of Organic Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry and Instrumental analysis used by both universities were compared and discussed. As a general conclusion was pointed out that a higher level in practical skills are given to the students of UA, because of the better and modern instrumentation available in UA. 

3.  I was able to gather and bring with me a number of a teaching written materials from the visited Departments as well as many materials for a students lab practices in Organic chemistry, written tests for exams (first, second and third year); new textbooks for studding Organic chemistry as well as some computer programs and multimedia for HNMR, CNMR ,etc. which will be very useful in our teaching activities in Bulgaria.

4.  Concerning the ECTS – we have a meeting in the SOCRATES office at the UA with the secretary of ERASMUS Program Dna. Mariana Pakula and obtained information for the students exchange programs in the UA. 

5.  A presentation day dedicated to Bulgarian Chemistry University Education was organized at the University of Alicante on 7.02.2000. The event was announced trough the university local network and was broadcasted by the local University TV. Together with Prof. Andreev and Prof. Kmetov lectures I delivered a lecture entitled : “Organization of administrative work and teaching activities in the Faculty of Chemistry at the University of Plovdiv. Curriculum development and Implementation of BS degree in Chemistry”

6.  The meeting with the Vice Rector, Prof. Ana Laguna Perez was arranged for us. The future development of partnership between the Bulgarian Universities and the University of Alicante was discussed at the meeting. The Spanish partner express the desire for a future extension of the collaboration between the two Universities including the participation of other faculties as Philology etc. We received a Cooperation Agreement which was presented to the Rector of the University of Plovdiv as suggestion for promotion of mutual partnership.

7.  As a supplementary activity, I had the opportunity to discuss the research projects with every member of the Department of Organic Chemistry. I was invited to deliver a lecture in an enlarged meeting of the members of the Department of Organic Chemistry. In this lecture entitled “Application of N-Acyliminium Ions in the Organic Synthesis” I described our research work in Plovdiv. 

3.  What were the results of your activities abroad (e.g. curriculum development and teaching materials) and how will the stay abroad affect your activities at your home institution?

· The gathered knowledge and experience is important for me as a Dean of the Faculty of Chemistry for a better organization and optimization of the teaching process as well as for implementation of BS curricula in Plovdiv. I received also a valuable information about the organization of teaching in comprehensive Organic Chemistry which as a Head of the Organic Chemistry DWG I will disseminate between JEP partners my colleagues. Me and my colleagues will use the teaching materials assigned for elaboration of teaching in Organic Chemistry (lectures and lab practice).

· Some parts from the Alicante’s ECTS model we will use at implementation of the credit system for students evaluation. 

· A good basis for a beneficial collaboration at the near future between the Departments was established.

· Contacts with the Spanish Embassy in Sofia will be established in the near future looking for a support and a promotion of the process of  Bulgarian- Spanish inter-university partnership. Steps will be taken for encouraging a Spanish speaking Bulgarian chemistry students to apply in Erasmus students exchange with the UA.

· The obtained materials will be disseminated to the other BG partners and will be announced to the AC DWG through Internet.  

4.  What kind of formal recognition did you receive at your home institution for the stay abroad, if any?

The results of my visit were reported and discussed in meetings of the Department of Organic Chemistry and the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Chemistry at the Plovdiv University as well as to the Rector. 

5.  How would you evaluate your stay abroad (quality, suggestions, problems, etc.)?

In my opinion the performed E-W short retraining visit at the University of Alicante was very successful and useful for the following activities on the Project. No particular problems were encountered.

Special acknowledgement have to be given to the JEP Local Coordinator Prof. Antonio Canals and Prof. Francisco Alonso Valdes for the perfect organization of our stay. I am also thankful to Mr. Roberto Escare–JEP manager for his contribution and to the JEP Coordinator team in Plovdiv University for the organization of this mobility. 







      Prof. Dr. A. Venkov

