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Abstract. Based on the stomach contents of 140 foxes we studied the winter
feeding of the red fox in Sarnena Sredna Gora Mt..

The trophic spectrum for the study period includes 24 animal and 2 plant spe-
cies. The main type of food of the red fox is the mice rodents — 50% to 84% frequency
of occurrence in the full stomachs, respectively. During the autumn-winter season of
2004-2005 the red fox reacted to the abundance of rodents by means of shrinking it tro-
phic niche breadth (B, = 0.33; B, = 0.13) and ignoring the additional food resources. As
a result of our study we partly confirmed the “Alternative food hypothesis” for the red
fox in the region of Sarnena Sredna Gora Mt.

Key words: Vulpes vulpes; xpanutennu HaBUIM; XpaHuTeaHa Huiia, CbpHe-
Ha CpenHa ropa.

BbBEJIEHUE

[To3naBaHeTo Ha XpaHaTa Ha AUBUTE OO3alHULIM € HEOOXOAMMO MPEAU /a 3a-
IIOYHE KAaKBOTO W Jla € U3CIEABaHE Ha NOIMyJalMuTe UM. XpaHaTa c€ CUUTa 3a €IHH
OT Hall-BaKHUTE (DAKTOPH, OTpaHUYABAIIM TUTBTHOCTTA HA KUBOTHUTE BbPXY €IUHU-
na ol (WATSON, 1970). XpanutenHure NpeAnoYnTaHnus Ha IPbOHAYHUTE JKUBOT-
HU ONPEAENAT BB3JACHCTBUETO UM BBbPXY CelIcKOoTO cTonaHcTBO (KOLB & HEWSON,
1979).

[Tonugarusta € OCHOBHA NMPEANOCTaBKA 32 U3KIOYUTEIHATA alallTUBHOCT Ha
JUCHLIATa KbM Hall-pa3IuyHU MecTooOuTaHus. Ts mpurekaBa Hall-IIMPOKO reorpad-
CKO paslpOCTpaHEHWE OT BCUYKM CHBPEMEHHHM XHUIIHMIM U 3ae€Ma MECTOOOHuTa-
HUS,TOJIKOBA PA3JIMYHU KaTO MMyCTUHS, TYHJpPa, ropa U CEJICKOCTONAHCKH JIaHmadTu
(MACDONALD, 1980; HERSTEISON & MACDONALD, 1982).

Pasnpenenennero n M300UIMETO HA XPAHUTEITHUTE PECYPCH OMPENENs pas-
Mepa Ha TpylnuTe, B KOUTO >KuBee dyepBeHata Jucuua (MACDONALD, 1983;
LINDSTROM, 1989). Chmute pa3nuuus ca MOCOYCHU M KaTo TiaBeH ¢GakTop, omnpee-
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Js01 pa3Mepa Ha TepuTopusaTa Ha cemeiiHata rpyna (MACDONALD, 1983; KRUUK &
MACDONALD, 1985).

XpaHUTEITHUTEIHUAT CIEKThpP Ha JIMCUIIATA Ca MPOYYEHU HA TEPUTOPHUATA HA
uenus EBponeiicku kOHTHHEHT — OT CkannuHaBus (ENGLAND, 1965; LINDSTROM,
1989) no CpenuzemHomopckoTo kpaitopexune (CIAMPALINI & LOVARI, 1985; CALISTI
et al., 1990; FAIS KOSTANZO & MASSA, 1991), kakTo U B Hali-pa3jIMYHA MECTOOOHUTA-
HUsIT — oT roparta (JEDZEJEWSKI & JEDZEJEWSKA, 1992) no rpaackute paiioHu
(MACDONALD, 1981; DONCASTER et al., 1990).

VY Hac Hai-moApoOHO MpOyuBaHE HA XpaHaTa HA JIMCHIATA € HAlpaBeHO OT
ATAHACOB (1958). JIpyru nmpoy4uBaHusi, Kacaeliy CTONAHCKOTO 3HAYEHHE Ha JIMCHUIIA-
Ta ca HanpaBeHW oT PYCKOB (1953), IIELIEB (1965) u I'PUTOPOB (1979). 3a na ce om-
peaenu obadye TOYHOTO i MSACTO B Tpo(hUUHATA BepUTa MPU MOCTOSTHHO MPOMEHSIIUTE
Ce yCJIOBUS Ha cpellaTa ca HEOOXOJUMHU MHOIO IMOBEY€ HAOMIOACHUS U MOAPOOHO
MPOYYBAHE HA XPAHUTEIHUS CIEKTHhD B PA3JIMUYHUTE PAOHM HA CTpaHaTa W MO pas3-
JUYHO BpEME.

[lenTa Ha HammETO W3CIeABaHE OEIIEe Ja MPOCIEAUM MPOMEHHUTE B 3UMHOTO
XpPaHEHE Ha JIMCUIATA U BIIUSE JIK C€ OT TAKA HAPECUYCHUTE ,,MUILIK F'OAUHU " B pailOHA
Ha CbpHena CpeniHa ropa.

MATEPUAJ U METOIU

Tepuropusra, Ha KOSTO Oelle MPOBENCHO MPOYYBAHETO IPAHUYM HAa M3TOK C
Jbnbomka peka, a Ha 3anaj cbe cenata Kazanka, [IsctpoBo u Cnagbk kinagenern. Ka-
TO UEHTbp Ha palioHa moraT Aa ce mocovar CTapo3aropCcKuTe MHUHEpAIHU OaHu
(42°27° can. m 25°33” u.n.). TepeHbT € XBIAMUCT ¢ HaAMOpcKa BrucouynHa 350-800M.
KnumaTbT € mnpexolieH MexAy YMEPEHO-KOHTUHEHTAJIeH M KOHTHHEHTAIHO-
cpenuzeMHomopcku. Criopen BEJIEB (1987) 3uMara e Meka ¢ HEYCTOMYMBA CHEXHa
MOKpHBKA. [ OprCTH MECTHOCTH Ce peayBar ¢ 00paboTBaeMH 3eMHU, U30CTABEHU JI03s
OBOIITHU TpaJrHA. B palioHa IMCUITUTE CHKUTEICTBAT C TOSIM OpOi YaKayid, CKUTAIIH
Ky4eTa U KOTKH, C OSUIKU ¥ TUBU KOTKU. B palioHa mepuoInyHO HaBIM3aT BHIIIIH.

[TpoyuBaneTo ce 6a3upa Ha CTOMAIIHOTO ChABPKUMO OT 140 mucunm, youtu
9ype3 pa3IudHd METOJW Ha JIOB OT JIOBIM, WICHOBE Ha JIOBHO-pHOApPCKO APYKECTBO
Crapa 3aropa u cinyxutenu Ha JIppxxaBHo JlecHnueiictBo Crapa 3aropa.

W3cnenBanero € MpoBeACHO Mpe3 ABa pa3siuyHu nepuoja. [IbpBUAT OT TsX
00XxBallla €CEeHHO-3UMHHUTE ce30HH Ha 1995-1996 1., 1996-1997 r. 1 1997-1998 1. ¢
HOpMaJIHA YHUCIEHOCT Ha MUIIEBUIHU rpu3ayu B pailoHa. Bropust nepuoj ob6xBaiia
eceHHO-3uMHUs ce30H 2004-2005 r., koraTto nomyJjJainuuTe Ha TPU3aud C€ yBEIUUYMXa
IPEKOMEPHO.

Jlucuuute TpynoBe 0sxa 00pabOTEHH B JAepMOIUIaCTHYHATA JabopaTtopusi Ha
Tpakuiickust Yauepcuter. CTOMAIIHOTO ChIBPKUMO O€llle U3CIEIBAHO B MPSICHO
checTosiHME. KOMITOHEHTUTE B HETO Os1Xa M3CIIeIBAaHE MAKPOCKOTICKA ¥ OTHACSIHU KBbM
eAVH WIW APYT PaCTUTENICH WJIM >KMUBOTUHCKH BHU, 0€3 Ja C€ MPEIEHSIT TETJIOBHO.
Bcekn XxpaHuTelleH KOMIIOHEHT € MPEJICTaBeH KaTo ,,CPeliaeMocT B MPOUEHTU OT
II'BTHUTE CTOMACH U B MPOICHTH OT OpOsi HA BCUYKHA YCTAaHOBEHU OOCKTH. ThPCEH €
MPOIEHTHT HAa CPEIIAEMOCT Ha OMpE/esieHa XpaHa, a HE TETJIOBHOTO ChOTHOIIECHUE
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MeXxay XpaHute. To3u HAYUH Ha MPEJCTaBsIHE U CPABHABAHE HA XPAHUTEIHHUTE KOM-
MOHEHTH HE C€ MOBIMSABA OT CMHJIAEMOCTTA U JIaBa pealiHa MpeAcTaBa 3a TUIA Ha
xpanene (KOLB & HEWSON, 1979).O0xaBaTa Ha XpaHUTEIHATA HUIIA CME THPCUJIH,
usnonsBaiku popmynara Ha LEVINS (KREBS, 1989):

1
s )
Pi
B, = ,
n—1
KBJIETO P; € CpaBHHUTEJIHATA MPOIMOPIMS HAa BCEKU KOMIIOHEHT B XpaHaTta, TO-
€CT CJIyJauTe Ha BCEKH XpaHUTEJIEH 00€KT, pa3/iesieHn Ha o01us Opoil ciydan. B, ce
u3paszsisa B pazmep ot 0 110 1.

PE3YJITATU U JTUCKYCUA

PazHo0OpazHuaT HAOOp OT yCTAHOBEHUTE XPAHUTETHH 00€KTH — 24 KMBOTHH-
CKHU BHJIOBE U 2 PAaCTUTEIHH, CBUAETEIICTBA 32 MHOTOIIOCOYHHUTE U CIOXHHU BPB3KH, B
KOUTO BJIM3a JHCULIATa B OMOIIEHO3aTa, KAKTO C KUBOTHHCKHUS Taka U C PACTUTEIHHS
CBAT. M3ciienBaiiku NEI0rOMIIHO XPaHUTEIHUS CIEKTHD HA JINCULATA 34 Lsu1a bbara-
pust ATAHACOB (1958) ycTaHoBsiBa 3HAUUTEIHO MO-TOJIAM OpOil KOHCYMHpPAHU OOCKTH
o610 348. B Hamieto u3cienBaHe HAKOU OT JKEPTBHUTE Ca MPEACTABEHH C MaTbK Opoii
Cllyyau, KOETO CBUETENICTBA, Y€ TPOUUHUTE BPH3KU HA JINCHUIIATA C TSIX HOCAT Cliyda-
€H XapakTtep (KOTKa, Ky4e, TUB 3aeK, cebenonoonn) (Tabmuma 1).

Hue ycranHoBuXMe U ycrsaxme aa UACHTHPHUIIpPAME CICTHUTE XPaHU:
['pusaun

cuB kX (Rattus norvegicus Berk.)

ropcka mumka (Silvimus sylvaticus L.)

KBIATOrbpIa ropcka muika (Silvimus flavicollis Melch.)
obuxkHOBeHa nosieBka (Microtus arvalis Pall.)

nomarntHa Mummka (Mus musculus L.)

JIMBU NTULK

koc (Turdus merula L.)

coiika (Glarrulus glandarius L.)

cunurep (Paridae sp.)

sapeduna (Perdix perdix L.)

CeJICKOCTONaHCKH U IOMAIIIHU 003aifHUIIN

nomaritHa cBuHs (Sus scrofa domestica L.)

oBua (Ovis aries L.)

nomarteH 3aek (Oryctolagus cuniculus L.)

KoTka (Felis catus L.)

kyde (Canis familiaris L.)

Homamau nirumm (Gallus domesticus L.)

JluBu Go3aitHUIIN
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nuBa cBuHs (Sus scrofa L.)
cepHa(Capreolus capreolus L.)
onaropojieH eneH (Cervus elaphus L.)
mucuna (Vulpes vulpes L.)

yakan (Canis aureus L.)

nuB 3aeK (Lepus capensis L.)

Bneuyru

cMok mutnikap (Elaphe longissima Laur.)
Pubu

kapakyjaa (Carassins sp.)

Hacexomu (Insecta)

[Ipemuenectu uepBeu

IBXKI0BEH yepBel (Lumbricus terrestris L.)

Crnopen HamieTo MpOy4YBaHE OCHOBHATa XpaHa Ha JIMCUIATa TMpPe3 E€CEHHO-
3UMHHUAT CE30H Ca MHILEBUIHUTE rpuszaud. [Ipe3 mbpBUs M3CIeABaH MEPHOJ TE Ce
cpemiat B 50% ot mbiHuTe cTomacu, a npe3 2004-2005 roguna B 83,9%. Te3u pas-
nuuus ca aoctoBepuu (p=0,0017). 3umara Ha 2004-2005 ce xapakrepuszupainie ¢
n300uIMe Ha rpu3aun B paiioHa. Penuiia aBTopu oTYMTAT CXOAHA TEHCHIUS 3a yBe-
JUYaBaHE KOHCyMallMATa Ha TPU3aud ,yCIOPETHO C yBEJIMYaBaHE HA YHCICHOCTTA
uM. FERRARI & WEBER (1995) otuunTar, 4e B MUILIM TOJAMHU TTOJIEBKUTE MPEICTABIIS-
Bat noseue oT 50% oT xpaHaTa Ha JUcHLIUTE MO 00eM. TsicHaTa TpouuHa Bpb3Ka HA
JUCHUIATa C TPU3AYUTE € YCTaHOBEHA OT peauiia aBTopu —OCMOJIOBCKAS (1975) — 3a
Pycus, KOLB & HEWSON (1979) — 3a [llotnanaus, KATAEB (1991) — 3a Kosnckus mo-
ayoctpoB. Criopen O’MAHONY et al. (1999) cnen kato MIBTHOCTTAa HA OOMKHOBEHATA
noJsieBka Hajasuiu 100 6pos Ha lha, mucuiuTe psA3Ko NpeMUHABAT HA XPAHEHE C TSX.
ATAHACOB (1958) TBbpaH, Y€ rpu3aunuTe ca OCHOBHATA XpaHa Ha JucUlnTe B bhara-
pusi. Ciopen Hero kojeOaHUATa B JUCHYATA MOIMYJAUs ca BUHATH CBBP3aHU C IUK-
JMYHUTE KoJeOaH!s HA MOJIEM U CMaJl Ha MOIMyJalMUTE Ha TPU3ayu y Hac.

[To oTHOILIEHUE HA JAOMAIIHUTE XUBOTHU HAIIETO MU3CJIEABAaHE YCTAaHOBH 00-
paTHa TEHJEHUUs, MaKap U ¢ HeJl0Ka3aHa cTaTucThyecka gocroBepHoct. IIpe3 2004-
2005r. cpemraemocTTa € Hamasia ot 32% nHa 22,6% ot mbiaaute cromacu (Tabnuma
1). Cnopen Hac TMCULIMTE OOMKAJISAT CMETUIIATA OKOJIO HACETICHUTE MECTA, B ThPCEHE
Ha oTnaablu. Taka Te moeMar HU3XBBPJEHU OCTATHIM OT JOMAIIHU OO3alHULIUA U
nTUIM 1o GopMara Ha MBpIIA, 32 KOETO CBUIETEICTBAT U €JIEMEHTUTE OT IOYBa,
KOUTO OTKPUXME CPEeJl CTOMAIIIHOTO ChIBPKUMO.

Cnopen Hac TPyHoOBETE WM OCTATHIUTE OT MBPTBH JOMAIITHU KUBOTHU HE ca
OCHOBEH, a ION'BJIHUTEINIEH XpaHUTelleH pecypc. IMeHHO nmopaau Ta3u npu4rHa, KOH-
CymMmalusTa UM € Hamaliajia mnpe3 Muiuarta roauna. [lonobHa TenaeHus ce Habmoaa-
Ba B KOHCyMalusTa Ha TPYNOBe OT AMBH OO3aliHMLIM — HamaineHue ot 36,1% o
19,3%. B Ta3u rpymna ot xpaHu €JUHCTBEHO MOJICKHUSAT 3a€K MOXE J1a ObJIe YIOBEH OT
JUCHIIATa, HO O Hallle MHEHHE TOBA CE CIy4Ba PAIKO.

Tennenuus 3a OpueHTUpaHE Ha JIUCULIATA B MUIIM TOJWHU KbM OCHOBHATA U
xpaHa ycraHoBaBaT KJELLANDER & NORDSTROM (2003). C HapactBaHe Ha Opos Ha
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nosieBkute B llIBernus HamansiBa KOHCyMaIusiTa Ha CbpHU U 00paTtHO. TSIXHOTO HM3cC-
Je/IBaHe J0Ka3Ba, 4e ,,AlNTepHaTUBHATa XpaHUTEIHAa XUNIOTe3a™ € MPUIIOKUMA KbM
cucTreMara ,,JIMCULUA-TIOJIEBKU-ChPHU ‘. HammTe u3cnenBanus AOKa3BaT 4aCTUYHO, Y€
Ta3u XUIOTE3a € BauaHa U 3a aucuiara B CepHena Cpegna ropa.

BposiT ycTanOBeHN 00EKTH B IBJIHUTE CTOMACH | TIPE3 JBaTa IMepUoIa € eAnH
u copil — 1,3. CemoBaTenHo, Makap W pasIudyHa, XpaHUTETHaTa Oa3a € Owia eTHaKBO

JOCTBIIHA 34 JUCHUIlATa.

Taéauna 1.Cvcmas na xpanama Ha rucuyama npes U3Cie08aHUmMe eCeHHO-3UMHU Nepuoou

1995 — 1998 2004 — 2005
Xpanutennu 00exTn 600ii 7 OT % ort ciy- . | %ormenan | % OT ciyya-
poil | mBIHK Opoit

CTOMACH YauTe CTOMACH uTe

MunieBuHM rpyu3aun 36 50 36 26 83,9 62

JloMarmau u c.c. )KHBOTHU 23 31,9 23 7 22,6 16,6
Jomarmen 3aex 2 2,8 2 - - -

IIutoMHa KOTKa 2 2,8 2 1 3,2 2,4

Kyue 1 1,4 1 1 3,2 2,4

JomamiHa cBUHS 6 8,3 6 3 9,7 7,1
Os1a 5 6.9 5 - - -

Jlomansay oTumm 7 9,7 7 2 6,4 4.8

JluBeu 26 36,1 26 6 19,3 14,3

JluBY NTHULH 6 8,3 6 1 3,2 2,4

JuBa cBUHS 8 11,1 8 2 6,4 4.8

bunar. enen u cppHa 8 11,1 8 1 3,2 2,4

Jlucuita u gakan 2 2,8 2 2 6,4 4.8
JuB 3aex 2 2,8 2 - - -

Hacexomu - - - 1 3,2 2,4

Puba 1 1,4 1 1 3,2 2,4
JIBK10BHU YepBen 3 4,2 3 - -
Brneuyru 1 1,4 1 - - -

Pacturenna xpana 9 12,5 9 1 3,2 2,4
butoBu oTmagbim 1 1,4 1 - - -
bpoit ycranoBenn obexktu | 100 - - 42 - -
IIbaHM cTOMacH 72 - - 31 - -
0010 cromacu 101 - - 39 - -
OOeKTH B ITBJIEH CTOMAaX 1,3 - - 1,3 - -

WznomnsBaiiku ¢popmynata Ha LEVINS (KREBS, 1989) Gere

U3YHUCIIEH 00XBaTa

Ha XpaHHUTeTHaTa HUIIA 3a ABaTa nepuojaa (Tadnuua 2). CBUBaHETO Ha XpaHUTETHATA
Huma ot 0,33 na 0,13 npe3 2004-2005 r. noka3Ba, 4e B MU3CJ€IBaHUS OT HAC paiioH
ApeOHUTE TpU3ayuu ca MpeArnoYuTaHaTa XpaHa 3a JIMCHULIaTa U IPU TOANHU Ha U300H-
JIMETO UM T C€ MPOSBSIBA OCHOBHO KaTo MHoO(ar.
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Taﬁ.lmua 2. Omnocumenna nponopyusl Ha KOMNOHKERnmume 6 xpanama na jucuyama

XpaHuTeTHU 00CKTH 1995 — 1998 2004 — 2005
6poii Pi Pi’ 6poii Pi Pi’
MuieBuIHUA TpU3adYHn 36 0.36 0.1296 26 0.62 0.3844
3aek 2 0,02 0,0004 - - -
IInToMHa KOTKa 2 0,02 0,0004 1 0,02 0,0004
Kyue 1 0,01 0,0001 1 0,02 0,0004
JlomarniHa cBUHS 6 0,06 0,0036 3 0,07 0,0049
Osua 5 0,05 0,0025 - - -
JlomManiHy nTuiu 7 0,07 0,0045 2 0,05 0,0025
JuBu nTunm 6 0,06 0,0036 1 0,02 0,0004
JluBa cBUHS 8 0,08 0,0064 2 0,05 0,0025
Enen u cppHa 8 0,08 0,0064 1 0,02 0,0004
Jlucuna u yakan 2 0,02 0,0004 2 0,05 0,0025
JluB 3aex 2 0,02 0,0004 - - -
Hacexomu - - - 1 0,02 0,0004
Puba 1 0,01 0,0001 1 0,02 0,0004
JBXKI0BHU YepBEU 3 0,03 0,0009 - - -
Bneuyru 1 0,01 0,0001 - - -
Pacturenna xpana 9 0,09 0,0081 1 0,02 0,0004
butosu oTnagnnu 1 0,01 0,0001 - - -
> = 0,1596 0,3896
Ba= 0,33 0,13

n3BOAN

1. B paitona Ha CppHena CpeqHa ropa JIMCHIIaTa ce MpOosBSIBa KaTo moudar
Y U3MOJI3Ba MUPOK CIEKTHP OT XPaHU MPE3 €CEHHO-3UMHHUSI CE30H.

2. Jlomunupaia e TpopuyHaTa BpH3Ka HA JTUCHUIIATA C MOMYJIAIMATE HA MHU-
IIEBHUIHY TPU3a4l B MECTHATa EKOCHCTEMA.

3. [Ipu nzo6mnMe Ha rpU3aun XpaHWTETHATA HUINA HA JIMCHUIIATA Ce CBHUBA. T3
T IPEATIOYNTA U TIpeHeOpersa JOMbIHUTEIIHUTE U3TOUYHUIU HAa XPaHa.
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FOOD OF THE RED FOX (Vulpes vulpes L..) DURING THE
AUTUMN-WINTER PERIOD IN THE REGION OF
SARNENA SREDNA GORA MT.

Evgeniy G. Raychev *,Dian M. Georgiev **

Thracian University — Stara Zagora, Agricultural faculty, * Department of
Nonruminant and other animals;** Department of Biology and Aquaculture

Based on the stomach contents of 140 foxes we studied the winter feeding of
the red fox in Sarnena Sredna Gora Mt..

The trophic spectrum for the study period includes 24 animal and 2 plant spe-
cies. The main type of food of the red fox is the mice rodents — 50% to 84% frequency
of occurrence in the full stomachs, respectively. During the autumn-winter season of
2004-2005 the red fox reacted to the abundance of rodents by means of shrinking it
trophic niche breadth (B, = 0.33; B, = 0.13) and ignoring the additional food
resources. As a result of our study we partly confirmed the “Alternative food hypothe-
sis” for the red fox in the region of Sarnena Sredna Gora Mt.
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