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Abstract. Original and published data suggest the existence of 13 tabanid 
species up to now in the region. The species Chrysops viduatus (Fabricius, 
1794), Tabanus bifarius Loew, 1858 and Tabanus exclusus Pandellé, 1883 are 
new records for the Vratchanska Planina Mountains. The total species registered 
represent 16.88% of the known Bulgarian tabanid fauna (77 tabanid species). 
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Introduction

The only data regarding the variety of tabanid species in Vrachanska Planina Mts. are 
published by Nedyalkov (1912) and Drensky (1929). On the basis of a study on the Bulgarian 
dipteral entomofauna, Nedyalkov (1912) reports the existence of 5 tabanid species in the 
region of Vratsa town [Chrysops caecutiens (Linnaeus, 1758), Tabanus bromius Linnaeus, 
1758, T. cordiger, T. spodopterus, and T. tergestinus Egger, 1859]. Later, Drensky (1929) 

reported for the Vrachanska Mts. as well. Five of them [Chrysops avipes Meigen, 1804, 
Hybomitra pilosa (Loew, 1858), Tabanus miki Brauer, 1880, Tabanus sudeticus Zeller, 1842 
and Philipomyia graeca
(Drensky 1929). The reported by Nedyalkov (1912) and Drensky (1929) a total of 10 tabanid 
species represent 12.78% of the known up to now for Bulgaria, 77 tabanid species (Ganeva 
2008). 

The scarce data regarding the composition of the tabanid fauna in Vrachanska 
Mts. and the lack of research on the group in the region for more than eight decades 
predetermined the objective of the current study.

Material and Methods

The composition of the tabanid fauna in Vrachanska Mts. was studied using 

from 6 localities during a route collection from Ledenika Hut to Purshevitsa Hut. Due to 
the extremely unfavourable, meteorogical conditions during the whole active season of the 
tabanids in year 2014, only 10 specimens were collected and processed.
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according to Chvála et al. (1972) and Olsufjev (1977).
Lists of the studied localities and of the tabanid species are presented. The list of 

localities indicates the altitude, coordinates, collection dates and total number of collected 
specimens from each locality. The altitude and geographical coordinates were obtained by 
a Garmin GPS receiver, model Etrex Vista HCx. 

The localities – new or based on published data - as well as the number, gender of 
the captured specimens, and the dates of the catches were indicated for each species. The 
serial number of the localities is presented in the List of species in brackets []. The sequence 
of species` arrangement was done according to the Catalogue of Palaearctic Diptera (Chvála 
1988).

List of localities:
1. Meadow near the road towards the Ledenika Hut, 987 m a.s.l., 43°18274 N; 23°48712 

2. Biotope near the road to the Parshevitsa Hut, 1100 m a.s.l., 43°17282 N; 23°48620 E, 

4. Beech forest near the road between Parshevitsa Hut and Forest Home Hut, 1221 m a.s.l., 

5. Area of fountain “Friendship” under the Recreation Complex of NPP “Kozloduy”, 1059 m 

6. Biotope right of the road towards the town of Vratsa, 608 m a.s.l., 43°19029 N; 23°50813 

Results and Discussion

study. Six species from 3 genera were registered: Chrysops (1 species), Tabanus (4 species) 
and Philipomyia (1 species). 

The species Chrysops viduatus (Fabricius, 1794), Tabanus bifarius Loew, 1858 and 
Tabanus exclusus Pandellé, 1883 were new records for the Vrachanska Mts.. 

The summarized data from the studies of Nedyalkov (1912) and Drensky (1929) show 
that a total of 10 species are known for the region of Vrachanska Mts.. The current study 

fauna of the studied region. After present study a total of 13 tabanid species are known for 
the Vrachanska Mts..

List of the species

Family Tabanidae

Subfamily Chrysopsinae

Genus Chrysops Meigen, 1803
Chrysops (Chrysops) caecutiens (Linnaeus, 1758)
 Published data: Vratsa (Nedyalkov 1912).
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Chrysops (Chrysops) flavipes Meigen, 1804
 Published data:  Iskar Gorge (Drensky 1929).
Chrysops (Chrysops) viduatus (Fabricius, 1794)

Genus Hybomitra Enderlein, 1922
Hybomitra pilosa (Loew, 1858)
 Published data: Cherepish Monastery (Drensky 1929).

Genus Tabanus Linnaeus, 1758
Tabanus bifarius Loew, 1858

Tabanus bromius Linnaeus, 1758
 Published data: Vratsa (Nedyalkov 1912).
Tabanus cordiger Meigen, 1820
 Published data:  Vratsa (Nedyalkov 1912; Drensky 1929).
Tabanus exclusus Pandellé, 1883

Tabanus miki Brauer, 1880
 Published data: Vratsa (Drensky 1929).
Tabanus spodopterus Meigen, 1820
 Published data: Vratsa (Nedyalkov 1912; Drensky 1929).
Tabanus sudeticus Zeller, 1842
 Published data: Cherepish Monastery (Drensky 1929). 

Tabanus tergestinus Egger, 1859
 Published data: Vratsa (Nedyalkov 1912; Drensky 1929).

Genus Philipomyia Olsufjev, 1964
Philipomyia graeca (Fabricius, 1794)
 Published data: Vratsa (Drensky 1929).

Conslusions

The route collection in Vrachanska Planina Mts. on July 2014 resulted of 6 tabanid 

of detailed studies in this region. 
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Chrysops viduatus (Fabricius, 1794),  
Tabanus bifarius Tabanus exclusus Pandellé, 1883 




