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Abstract. Material of the genus Potamon is revised. According to the taxonomic conception of
BRANDIS et al. (2000) the freshwater crab established in Bulgaria belongs to P. ibericum.
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In the Balkan Peninsula three species of the genus Potamon - P. potamios, P. fluviatile
and P. ibericum (BRANDIS et al., 2000) are present.

The freshwater crab was recorded to the fauna of Bulgaria by BULGURKOV (1961)
as P. potamios (Olivier, 1804), and SUBCHEV & STANIMIROVA (1988) and BECHEV
(2000) as P, fluviatilis (Herbst, 1785).

The revision of the author’s material, and a part of the specimens of Subchev made
it clear that the species in Bulgaria is namely P. ibericum in keeping with the taxonomic
conception of BRANDIS et al. (2000).

Potamon (Pontipotamon) ibericum (Bieberstein, 1808)

P fluviatilis (Herbst, 1785): SUBCHEV & STANIMIROVA, 1988; BECHEV, 2000
(Fig. 1-2).

Known in the Eastern Rhodopes from: Ivaylodgrad Dam (BECHEV, 2000: “P.
fuwiatilis”), Harmanliyska Reka River near Harmanli, and near Modren Village (BRANDIS
et al., 2000).

Material examined: 1 o and 2 29, Ivaylodgrad Dam, near Arda Hut, 27.8.1994,
D. Bechev.

Distribution in Bulgaria. The data of BRANDIS et al. (2000) and the revision of
Subchev’s material show that P zbericum is distributed in Bulgaria as follows: a locality in
a Danube tributary (near Kozlovets Village, south of Svishtov); in the rivers of the Black
Sea catchment area (near Varna and in Strandja Mountain); in the rivers Tundja, Maritsa
and Arda, and their tributaries. BULGURKOV (1961) also marked a find in the Mesta
River (as P. potamios) and SUBCHEV & STANIMIROVA (1988) - another find in a tributary
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Fig. 1. Potamon ibericum from Ivaylodgrad Fig. 2. Potamon ibericum from Ivaylodgrad
Dam - first gonopod, ventral view. Dam - first gonopod, dorsal view.

of the Struma River (as P. fluviatilis). The materials on these finds have not been revised by
the author. The specimens probably belong to P. ibericum. But, having in mind the
distribution of the Potamon species, P. (Eutelphusa) fluviatile (Herbst, 1785) is likely to
occur in southwest Bulgaria.
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CaagkoBognussm kpuB pak 8 VMsmounume Pogonu (Bpazapus)
Humumsp BEYEB

(Peslome)

3a Boacapus caagkoBognusam kpuB pak e coo6waBan om BULGURKOV (1961) kamo Potamon potamios
(Olivier, 1804) u om SUBCHEYV & STANIMIROVA (1988) u BECHEV (2000) kamo P. fluviatilis (Herbst, 1785).
PeBusupanemo Ha Mamepuasume Ha aBmopa u zoasMa yacm om mesu Ha Cp6ueB nokasa, ue cnopeg
makconomuunama konuenuus na BRANDIS et al. (2000) ycmanoBsBanusm 8 Boacapus Bug e P. ibericum. B
I0z03anagna Boacapus e Bpsmoskno npucscmBuemo na P. fluviatile.



