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Abstract. All the information on the animal species diversity of the Vrachanski Balkan
Nature Park included in first and second parts of this issue was summarized. A total of
2290 species from Vrachanski Balkan Nature Park and some more 81 species from the
region of Vrachanska Planina Mts., out of the park borders are recorded. From all, 348 are
new records to the park and the mountain, and 354 species are of conservation importance.
The local endemics are 21 species and 5 subspecies, 19 species and 2 subspecies are
Bulgarian endemics, and 27 species and 16 subspecies are Balkan endemics. Almost all of
the local endemics (20 species and 5 subspecies) are troglobites (14 sp.) and stygobites (6
sp.). Most of the troglobites are also and endemics, and/or preglacial relicts.

Key words: fauna, diversity, endemics, Bulgaria.

Introduction

Till the beginning of 215 century there were no any broad scale investigations on the
fauna of Vrachanski Balkan Mts. Because of the presence of large karstic areas with many
caves the attention of the zoologists was paid mainly there. Consequently a lot of information
was obtained about the invertebrate underground fauna. Later, at the beginning of 21st
century along the activities considering the management plant of the nature park there a
synopsis of all data about the faunal diversity was made. Following animal groups were
mainly considered: Mollusca, Araneae, Myriapoda, Orthoptera, Lepidoptera, Diptera and
Aves. It was presented in the Management plan of Nature Park “Vrachanski Balkan” but
not officially published. Some of the information together with new, original studies was
included in the first part of “Faunistic Diversity of Vrachanski Balkan Nature Park” (Bechev
& Georgirv 2015), and this issue (Bechev & Georgirv 2019).

All the information on the animal species diversity of the Vrachanski Balkan Nature
Park was summarized, including the both special issues of ZooNotes (Bechev & Georgirv
2015, 2019). Also the unpublished data in the Management plan of Nature Park “Vrachanski
Balkan” (2011) was used.

A big part of Vrachanska Planina Mts. is situated in the borders of the Vrachanski
Balkan Nature Park. Out of the park are mostly the lowest peripheral mountain parts and
territories at urban areas and roads. In the old literature the collection localities are often
not pointed exactly and it is difficult to know if they are out or in the park’s territory, or
even the mountain. However, possibly only a few fish and freshwater molluscs species
reported for the rivers at the mountain borders does not inhabit the park area. That’s why
there are no any vast differences between the fauna of both the mountain and the park.
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First data on the fauna of Vrachanski Balkan Mountains

The very first information concerning the fauna of Vrachanska Planina Mts. is this in
the article “Gli aracnidi Turchi” of the Italian researcher Pietro Pavesi (Pavesi 1876). In this
paper there are 10 spider species reported for Vratsa (possibly the region of Vratsa Town),
including and the species Argiope bruennichi.

First Bulgarians who published faunal data about the area are Yoakimov (1904) for
Mezdra (Bechev & Pavlova 2016) and Nedelkov (1908) for Vratsa (Popov & Chobanov 2016).

The first, new to science animal species described from Vrachanska Planina Mts.
is the eyeless carabid beetle Pheggomisetes bureschi (Fig. 1) from Ledenika Cave (Knirsh
1923).

Casopis Ceskoslov. Spol. Ent. 1923. Tab. 1.

P. T. Puit. J. Fleischmann del

Fig.1. Pheggomisetes bureschi, original drawing by Knirsh (1923).
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Current gaps in the faunal knowledge of the area

In the both special issues of ZooNotes about this area we didn’t manage to
include papers about some animal species groups as Protozia, Nematoda, Acaromorpha,
Neuroptera, Trichoptera, Hemiptera, Coleoptera: Curculionidae, Lepidoptera and other.

We consider that excluding Lepidoptera (information on which are included in the
current issue) the rest the animal groups are poorly studied in the region.

Results and discussion

All the information on the animal species diversity of the Vrachanski Balkan
Nature Park was summarized, including the both special issues of ZooNotes. A total of
2290 species from Vrachanski Balkan Nature Park and some more 81 species from the
region of Vrachanska Planina Mts., out of the park borders are recorded. (Table 1, 2). From
all, 348 are new records to the park and the mountain and 354 species are of conservation
importance.

ENDEMICS

The local endemics for the park are 21 species and 5 subspecies, 19 species and
2 subspecies are Bulgarian endemics, and 27 species and 16 subspecies are Balkan
endemics. Almost all of the local endemics (20 species and 5 subspecies) are troglobites
(14 sp.) and stygobites (6 sp.). Most of the endemic troglobites are and preglacial relicts,
e.g. Sphaeromides bureschi and Tricyphoniscus bureschi (Crustacea: Isopoda), Paralola
buresi (Opiliones), Trachysphaera lakatnicensis (Mydiapoda: Diplopoda) (Beron 2016),
Centromerus bulgarianus (Aranei) (Deltshev & Lazarov 2016) and others.
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dayHHCTHYHO pazHOoOOpasue Ha [IpupoaeH mapk
Bpauyancku Baakan — 00001menue

Juymutsp BEYEB, [luasH 'EOPTUEB

(Pe3rome)

O6obmieHr ca mgaHHUTE 3a (QAYHUCTHYHOTO pas3Hoobpasme Ha IlpupomeH mapk
Bpauancku BaakaH. B mppBaTta 1 BropaTa 4acT Ha U3/JaHUETO Ca BKAIOYEHH JaHHU 3a 2290
BHAA KUBOTHHU oT [IpuponeH napk Bpauancku Baskan u orre 81 ot BpauaHncka mmaaHuHa,
u3BBH IpaHulnTe Ha napka. Ot tTax 348 Buga ca HOBH 3a IapKa U ITAaHUHAaTa, 354 Buaa ca
C KOHCEPBaIlMOHHA 3HAYHUMOCT.

AokKaaHHM eHAEeMUTH 3a mapka ca 21 Buga u S noasuzaa, 19 Buma m 2 moaBuga ca
OBATAPCKU €eHAEMUTH U 27 Buaa u 16 noaBuaa GAAKAHCKU €HAEMUTHU . [10YTH BCUYKU OT
AoKaaHUTe eHAeMuTH (20 BHaa ¥ 5 moaBuaa) ca TPoraobuoHTtH (14 Buaa) B CTUTOOHOHTH
(6 Buma). I'oassMa gacT OT TPOTrAOOHOHTHHTE €HAEMHUTH ca ChINo U preglacal relicts, e.g.
Sphaeromides bureschi and Tricyphoniscus bureschi (Crustacea: Isopoda), Paralola buresi
(Opiliones), Trachysphaera lakatnicensis (Mydiapoda: Diplopoda), Centromerus bulgarianus
(Aranei) u gop.
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