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Spilarctia obligua Walk. a polyphagous defoliator is
commonly known as Bihar hairy caterpillar. The farming
community is familiar with this pest as it defoliates 96 host
plants belonging to 34 different families including Butea
frondosa, Cedrela toona, Mangifera indica, Paulownia
fortunei etc. It has also been reported infesting 15 species of
medicinal plants including Asparagus officinalis, Butea
monosperma, Cordia tremula, Hibiscus rosasinensis,
Mentha arvensis, Ocimum spp, Tinospora cordifolia and
Wibania somnifera (Mathur, 1962).

Inspite of its wide range of host plants and its pest status, S.
obliqua attracts number of natural enemies in the form of
parasitoids and predators. S. obliqua has been reported to
be parasitized in nature during its all development stages
including egg, larva and pupa. Important egg parasitoids
recorded on S. obliqua include Trichogramma perkinsi, T.
australicum (Somchaudury and Dutt, 1988) and Telenomus
molorchus (Joshi et al., 1983).

Association of larval parasitoid Apanteles oblique walk.
(Singh and Gangradel, 1975) and pupal parasitoid
Blepharella lateralis (Kumar and Yadav, 1987) has also been
reported with S. obliqua.

During insect survey at Sahaspur (Dehradun) second instars
larvae of S. obliqua were collected on Paulownia fortunei
in August 2003. The larvae was brought to the laboratory
and reared in glass chimney cages by providing fresh
Paulownia foliage daily. The larvae got pupated but adult
did not emerge. Instead emergence of parasitic wasps was
recorded from such pupae. The parasitoids was identified as
Brachymeria lasus walk.(Hymenoptera: Chalcididae). It
forms new parasitic record on the larvae/pupae of S. obliqua
and a new host record to the parasitoid.

B. lasus (Walk), a widely distributed pupal parasitoid, has
been reported parasitise over hundred insect species
belonging to Lepidoptera, Hymenoptera, Diptera etc. (Habu,
1962). Its potential as a biocontrol agent against S. obliqua
has to be explored.
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Introduction

The giant wood spider Nephila pilipes (Fabricius, 1793) is a
large species with length of the body by female about 40-
43mm (Hormiga et al., 2000), which constructs orb webs in
the understorey of tropical/subtropical forests (Murphy &
Murphy, 2000). The species is distributed in an area from
China and Philippines to Australia (Platnick, 2008), and also
India (Su et al., 2007).

A female specimen was observed and photographed in
Nepal, Annapurna Conservation Area, near Tatopani, 1190 m
a.s.l., 12.0ctober,.2006. The web is in distance about 4 m from
the ground, on single tree situated near wood. The locality is
in subtropical life zone (Shrestha, 2003).
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